
DECEMBER 2008 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Power House 

Day 
 

4.45pm KIC 
Cell 

9am Re:Fresh 
 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:thru  
 

7pm Sublime  
 

7.30pm LEF 

10am Bumps 
& Babes 
 

Building       
Finance Team 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

Christmas Festi-
val Carol Service 
 

9am 
Re:Fresh 
 

7pm y5-y13 
Nativity 
Rehearsal 
 

Walkers’ 
Dinner 

10am y5-13 
Nativity 
Rehearsal 
 

7pm Mix 
 

Bacchus  
Windband 
Concert 

7.45am   HC 
 

10.30am SoW 
 

6.30pm   HC 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
4.45pm KIC 
Cell 
 

8pm Standing & 
Finance 
 

8pm Resource 
Mulled Wine 

9am Re:Fresh 
 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

6.30pm Souled 
Out 

10am Bumps 
& Babes 
 

 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 

9am 
Re:Fresh 

10am Dads 
& Toddlers 

7.45am   HC 
 

9.15am   Nativity 
10.30am Nativity 
 

6.30pm   W&S 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
4.45pm  
KIC Cell 
 

 

9am Re:Fresh 
 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

7pm Sublime 
Christmas Ball 

10am Bumps 
& Babes 
 

 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
10.45am Toddler 
Praise 
 

3.30pm Blend 

9am 
Re:Fresh 
 

 

‘Dave’ 
 

Christingle 
Making 
 

7pm Mix 
Christmas 

7.45am   HC 
 

10.30am HC 
 

3.30pm   Christingle 
 

6.30pm Carols by 
Candlelight 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
3pm  
KIC Party 

10am Youth 
Band 
 

6pm Break:thru 
Party 

4pm  
Christingle 
 

11.30pm  
Midnight 
Communion 

7.45am   HC 
 

9.15am   AAW 

  7.45am   HC 
 

9.15am   AAW 
 

6.30pm   W&S 

29 30 31     

   Key to abbreviations 
HC = Holy Communion          AAW = All Age Worship 
SoW = Service of the Word    LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship 
W&S = Word and Spirit 

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS 
Church office open 10am-1pm Monday to Friday 

Tel/Fax 01732 771977  Website www.ststephenstonbridge.org  Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org 
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW 

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY: 
 

5th January   Powerhouse Day 
17th January   Shape Course 
24th January   Pub Games Evening 
 

Homegroups meet on the following days: 
• Tuesday 8pm 
• Wednesday 10am & 8pm 
• Thursday 8pm 
• Friday 9.30am (Woman to Woman) 
If you would be interested in joining one of our many 
homegroups, please contact the Church Office. 

numbers who had left the church, but rather the 
accumulated total of all the ¾’s or whatever of women 
who were now attending less frequently. 
 Peter Brierley concludes from this that, 
“we have a generation of people whose attendance at church has 
changed from the former weekly (or even twice weekly) pattern 
to something much less often. This has implications in the case 
of those who might have been volunteers to teach, say, in 
Sunday School, or perhaps helping during the week. Churches, 
despairing of getting people to help with the work, are 
employing men and women now as youth workers and 
children’s workers to do what volunteers did years ago. 
However, many churchgoers are willing to give their money to 
help pay for such people, as they simply cannot give their time…
Churches will therefore be forced to rethink their strategy of 
how to recruit volunteers and maybe go down the path of 
offering more people (part-time) employment, so that the 
community work they do can continue”. 
 Whilst I don’t think this is the full story and we are 
blessed at St Stephen’s with many people who give much 
time and energy to the multitude of ministries in church, 
I believe we ignore such research at our peril. But nor can 
we just pump more and more money into an ever 
increasing need. The use of a discipleship or gap year 
scheme is one way, and so it is good to have people such 
as Gav, Jem, Matt and James on board, but we perhaps 
also need to be selectively asking whether what we want 
to do is a good idea or a God idea? 

Rev Mark Barker 

LIES, DAMNED LIES AND 
CHURCH STATISTICS! 
 
 In September, Peter Brierley, an expert in church 
statistics wrote an interesting article in the Church of 
England Newspaper about women in the church. 
 The 2005 English Church Census asked churches to give 
details of their attendance, broken down by age-groups and 
gender. Many churches, including St Stephen’s, did this and 
the findings were compared to a similar census in 1998. The 
result makes depressing reading as it shows that both men 
and women have left in all age-groups except men who are 
65 and over, but overall two-thirds of those who have left 
are women. 
 A similar response was found in an earlier census of 
Scottish Churches, and focus groups were held to identify 
the reasons why women were leaving the church. The 
answer was simple: many church-going women were now 
needing to work to pay the mortgage, and working and 
coping with home and family constitute a huge pressure. 
Attending church is another pressure and women were 
taking the option and lapsing in attendance. 
 However, the English Census added a further important 
element to this story. The 2005 census found that these 
women do not actually stop going to church, instead they 
start attending church less frequently. A person who attends 
church every week in the census was counted as 1 individual, 
but a person who went, say, once a month was only counted 
as 1/4. So what the census showed was not strictly the 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 

 A word on what to expect in church around Christmas, particularly for those of 
you who are new to St Stephen’s. This year the children and youth will be putting on 
two separate Nativity Services on Sunday 14 December. At 9:15am the younger    
children (school years 1-4) and children from Little Stars will be performing a       
traditional nativity play with songs, followed by tea and coffee. At 10:30am the older 
children (school years 5-6 from KIC and Break:thru) will then perform a nativity play 
with a twist: an 80’s Rock twist. Surely something not to be missed. 
Nearer to Christmas will be the Carols by Candlelight service on 21 December. 

 We wish all at St Stephen’s, and those visiting over the Christmas period,  
a very happy Christmas and a hope-filled New Year .  

 
 




