
NOVEMBER 2008 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
     1 2 

    7.45am HC 
10.30am 
Baptism 
4pm Fireworks 
Invitation 
6.30pm HC 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Power 

House Day 
9am Re:Fresh 
12pm Restore 
3.30pm Blend 
5pm Break:thru 
7pm Sublime 
Social 
7.30pm LEF 

10am  
Bumps & 
Babes 
8pm 
Building 
Finance 

9.30am Toddlers 
11.15am Toddlers 
3.30pm Blend 

9am 
Re:Fresh 

Walking Group 
‘Dave’ 
7pm Mix 

Back to Church 
Sunday 

7.45am HC 
10.30am SoW 
4pm 
Bereavement 
Service 
6.30pm W&S 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
4.30pm KIC 
Cell 
8pm Standing 
and Finance 

9am Re:Fresh 
12pm Restore 
3.30 Blend 
6.30pm Souled 
Out 

10am 
Bumps & 
Babes 

9.30am Toddlers 
11.15am Toddlers 
3.30pm Blend 
8pm FLOW 

9am  
Re:Fresh 

10am Dads & 
Toddlers 

7.45am HC 
10.30am SoW 
6.30pm W&S 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
4.30pm KIC 
Cell 
8pm Standing & 
Finance 
8pm MGMG 

9am Re:Fresh 
12pm Restore 
3.30pm Blend 
5pm Break:thru 
7pm Sublime  

10am 
Bumps & 
Babes 

9.30am Toddlers 
11.15am Toddlers 
3.30pm Blend 

9am  
Re:Fresh 

Visiting Team 
Training 
Tearfund  
Coffee Morning 
7pm Mix 

7.45am HC 
10.30am HC 
6.30pm W&S 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
STEPS Coffee 
Morning 
4.30pm KIC 
Cell 
8pm PCC 

9am Re:Fresh 
12pm Restore 
3.30pm Blend 
5pm Break:thru 
7pm Sublime  

10am 
Bumps & 
Babes 

9.30am Toddlers 
10.45am Toddler 
Praise 
11.15am Toddlers 
3.30pm Blend 
6pm Youth Band 

9am  
Re:Fresh 
STEPS 
Evening 
 
 

Key to abbreviations 
HC = Holy Communion 
SoW = Service of the Word 
W&S = Word and Spirit 
AAW = All Age Worship 
LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship 
MGMG = Music Group Meeting 
TBC = Tonbridge Baptist Church 

Restore Coffee 
Morning 

7.45am HC 
10.30am 
Baptism 
4pm Re:Flect 
8pm FLOW 

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS 
Church office open 10am-1pm Monday to Friday 

Tel/Fax 01732 771977  Website www.ststephenstonbridge.org  Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org 
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW 

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY: 
 

1st December   Powerhouse 
14th December  Nativity Services 
16th December  Sublime Ball 
21st December  Carols by Candlelight 

Homegroups meet on the following days: 
• Tuesday 8pm 
• Wednesday 10am & 8pm 
• Thursday 8pm 
• Friday 9.30am (Woman to Woman) 
If you would be interested in joining one of our many 
homegroups, please contact the Church Office. 

ENCOMPASS 
 
 In September, Encompass was one year old. In our 
first edition I wrote about the thinking behind this new 
style church newsletter: 
 EN – compass: the prefix has the sense of ‘into, inside’, 
and Encompass is hopefully a means of helping us know 
what is going on and get to know others within the life of 
the church. 

en-COMPASS: a compass gives direction. 
Encompass seeks to be a format through which we 
can share vision and direction, picking up the image 
of the sailing ship that is at the heart of our vision.  
 ENCOMPASS: the dictionary defines Encompass as 
“to include entirely or comprehensively”. Encompass is a 
forum that we hope builds community, helps people feel 
included, and reaches out across our different 
congregations and to all ages. 
 This September, the PCC unanimously supported the 
continuation of Encompass, many commenting on how 
much they enjoy the contents, and I want to thank Teresa 
Dumasy who has edited it from the start, and Chris 

Mottershead, who has joined her more recently, for all 
their work in producing Encompass each month. 
 Sadly Teresa is stepping down in the New Year, and 
if you would be interested in joining Chris, editing 
Encompass alternate months, do have a word with him 
or with me. But even if you don’t fancy a turn at 
editing, articles, news, testimonies don’t just happen, 
they need people to write them. So to a large extent 
how good this newsletter is depends on you getting 
involved, and Teresa or Chris would love to hear from 
you.  
 On an entirely different note, did you know that 
Wednesday 15th October was 'Global Hand Washing 
Day'?  I heard of one school in Karachi that arranged 
towels, water and soap so that all 500 children at the 
school could learn how to wash their hands 
properly.  Apparently only 10 of the children normally 
washed their hands with soap. When each day seems to 
be focussed on some project, it can be easy to mock 
them, but for those children it was surely a valuable 
lesson to learn. 
 
Rev Mark Barker 

NOVEMBER 2008 

ASSISTED REPRODUCTION: ARE WE PLAYING GOD? 
 

 As Christians, should we take the view of private insurance companies of not supporting Assisted Reproduction? After 
all, in their view, most women will not die or suffer physically if they do not have children of their own. Or should we take 
the approach that God has given mankind the wisdom through science and medical treatments to assist with reproduction, 
as in the case of other conditions such as Cancer and Parkinson's disease. Is the Christian view that some medical condi-
tions can be open to treatment, while others should only be contended with prayer?    
     I suffer from a condition called Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome (PCOS), which affects 1 in 5 women. In laymen's terms, 
having PCOS mean that my eggs do not grow large enough to be 'viable' for fertilization. My husband and I had the choice 
of undergoing Intrauterine Insemination (IUI) or Invitro Fertilization (IVF) in order to have children. We chose to use 
IUI. 
     With IVF assistance is with the actual fertilization of the egg outside of the body, but 
with IUI things are still pretty much left up to 'nature', with the possible fertilization taking place inside the body. In both 
treatments, there is no guarantee that the egg, once fertilized, will attach to the wall of the womb and result in a preg-
nancy. The pregnancy is still left up to God or 'nature'. 
     I am conscious that Christians can and do hold different views, but who is right? Perhaps we will never fully know until 
we meet God face to face.  
     David and I made our decision in the light of the information before us and what we believed to be right. Our under-
standing of Christ’s love is that He would like us to gather as a Christian community and support those undergoing the 
mental and physical strain which comes from undergoing treatments like IUI and IVF. 

Joyce Khor 
 




