MAY 2009 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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Holy Spirit Day

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY:

1st June
6th June
13th June
27th June

Powerhouse Day
STEPS Fete

Raising the Bar Worship Day

Church Picnic

e Tuesday 8pm
¢ Wednesday 10am & 8pm
Thursday 8pm

e TIriday 9.30am (Woman to Woman)
If you would be interested in joining one of our many
homegroups, please contact the Church Office.

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS
Church office open 10am-1pm Monday fo Friday
Tel/Fax 01732 771977 Website www ststephenstonbridge.org Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW

Homegroups meet on the following days:

A CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS

‘Building for God’s purposes’ is the strapline to our
Shaping Up building project, and at the heart of Phase 2
which begins in July is the vision for the church building
to be used for ministry — one of our core purposes —
serving others with the compassion, grace and generosity
of Jesus. However, one of the inevitable consequences of
focussing on our buildings is for the church to become
inward looking. I don’t think this is helped by the current
economic situation as people worry about jobs, money,
investments, pensions, and is no doubt going to be
exasperated as the fear of Bovine Flu grips the world.

At the APCM last Sunday I therefore highlighted some
things coming up which I hope will focus us beyond
ourselves:

e On 16% May I would strongly recommend the
seminar on ‘Job security in a global economy’ with Paul
Valler from the London Institute of Contemporary
Christianity.

e | have mentioned before ‘Healing on the Streets’, a
low key but highly visible way of praying for anyone who
wants prayer. New Life Church are keen to join with us,
and a training weekend is planned for 29/30t%h May. We
are applying for permission to be based outside the castle
opposite Pizza Express, and our plan is to have a team
there each Saturday morning 10am-12noon. Do pray for
this, and if you are interested in finding out more about
this fill in one of the forms on the information table or
have a word with Sheila or myself.

Job Security in a Global Economy
- thinking about your future

With Speaker - Paul Valler
Saturday May 16" 2009
9.30 - 11.30am @ church
(Join us at 9am for breakfast and/or stay late with an
opportunity for informal chat afterwards)

For everyone - whether in'work, facing change or
having been made redundant.

Please contact the church office for more information
to give us an idea of numbers and to book breakfast.

Suggested donation: £5

MAY 2009

e Tor some years Jim and Vicky have dreamed about
having a base from which the church could reach out to
the young people in the community. This outreach is
already happening through Blend both before and after
school, but with Christ Church we have been offered a
shop opposite Lidl's as a possible base. There is work to
be done on this both from a lease, a financial and also a
staffing point of view, but please pray for discussions
with Christ Church, with the landlord and at PCC
about whether this is right and how it will happen and
be sustainable.

e This term we have a sermon series at our 10.30am
services on issues of poverty, injustice and oppression.
Speakers from various organisations with involvement
in such issues have been invited to help us focus both
locally and internationally, and information will be
provided if people want to get more involved in a
specific issue.

e And finally, we at last have our website back up and
running — www.ststephenstonbridge.org. It is still
under construction, but is a tool whereby we hope
people outside the church can find out what is going on.
If you are computer literate and would like to help
continue to develop this, then do let me know.

I hope and pray that as we move out of church for the
building work to commence, we can also become more
outward focussed in our life as a church.

Mark Barker

Been made redundant?
Out of work?
Wondering ‘what now’?
A series of practical and supportive
workshops to help you deal with
unemployment and take your next
step in life!

Dates: Every Wednesday
20th May - 24th June 2009
Times: 11pm - 1pm with coffee and lunch

Place: St. Stephen’s Church Cost: Free!
For more information or to sign up:

St. Stephen’s Church Office 01732 779177
james.crockford@ststephenstonbridge.org







