
OCTOBER 2009 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 
Key to abbreviations 
HC = Holy Communion                       
SoW = Service of the Word                 
W&S = Word and Spirit                      
LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship 
CC = Christ Church 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

8pm Equipped 
to Lead 

 7pm Harvest    
Supper @ CC 

HARVEST SUNDAY 
 

7.45am   HC 
 

9.15am SoW 
 

11am AAW 
 

6.30pm HC 

5 6 7 8  10 11 
Power 
House 
Day 

 

4.45pm  
KIC Cell 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:thru  
 

7pm Brixham Parents 
 

7.45pm LEF 

10am 
Bumps 
& Babes 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 

  
 
 
 

7pm Mix 

7.45am   HC 
 

10.30am SoW 
 

3pm Bereavement 
Service @ CC 
 

6.30pm W&S 

12 13 14 15  17 18 
4.45pm  
KIC Cell 
 

8pm 
PCC 

9.30am Listening Course (1) 
 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:in  
 

7pm Sublime  
 

8pm Baptism Course 

10am 
Bumps 
& Babes 
 

New 
Songs 
Eve @ 
CC 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

8pm Listening 
Course (1) 

 9am Walking 
Group 

7.45am   HC 
 

10.30am SoW 
 

6.30pm United      
Service 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
8pm 
Leader-
ship  
Support 
Team 

9.30am Listening Course (2) 
 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:in  
 

7pm Sublime  

10am 
Bumps 
& Babes 
 

7.30pm 
FLOW 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

8pm Listening 
Course (2) 

 

 10am  Dads & 
Toddlers 
 

11am                 
Dave & Closer 
 

7pm Mix 

 
 
7.45am   HC 
 

10.30am  SoW 
 

6.30pm  W&S 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
 
 
8pm 
Standing 
&  
Finance 

 
 
12pm Restore 

   
 
8pm 
Men’s 
Night 

  

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS 
Church office open 10am-4pm Monday to Friday 

Tel/Fax 01732 771977  Website www.ststephenstonbridge.org  Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org 
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW 

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR YOUR    
DIARY: 
 

  2nd November Powerhouse Day 
 14th November Newcomers’ Tea 
 16th November Toddlers Craft Evening 
 28th November Church Work Day 

Homegroups meet on the following days: 
• Tuesday 8pm 
• Wednesday 10am & 8pm 
• Thursday 8pm 
• Friday 9.30am (Woman to Woman) 
If you would be interested in joining one of our many 
homegroups, please contact the Church Office. 

Healing on the Streets 
Training @ CC 

Brixham 

Youth @ Brixham 

Stop Climate Chaos 
 
 When my children 
were young they quite 
often visited Godstone 
Farm, which has recently 
been in the news following 
some children being 

infected by the e-coli bacteria. It is a dreadful thing to have 
happened, and measures need to be put in place to try to 
stop this happening again, but I do hope that the 
consequences do not include ‘petting farms’ being closed 
down or children not being allowed to hold or touch farm 
animals. My reason for saying this is that we seem to be 
bringing up a generation who are cut off from the natural 
world, and so, for instance, don’t know where milk comes 
from, or how bread is made. When God created mankind, 
he told us that we were to care for the world, but how can 
we care for it if we know nothing about it, living lives that 
are divorced from any contact or understanding of how 
the world works? 
 The news is beginning to be full of items preparing for 
the UN Climate talks that world leaders will be attending 
in Copenhagen in December. The UN Secretary General is 
visiting the Arctic on an ice breaker to highlight this 
conference and to see for himself the affects of global 
warming. What are our views as Christians on this 
enormous subject? What do we know about climate 
change? In what ways does God want us to respond as 
part of our call to care for the planet he gave us to look 
after? 
 I don’t pretend to understand the science, and it seems 
that scientists disagree, but what if they are right and the 
evidence supporting them continues to grow? What kind 
of world will our children and grandchildren inherit? So 
when Tearfund, Christian Aid and Cafod join forces with 
over 100 other organisations to form the Stop Climate 
Change coalition, I feel we need to take note of their 
warnings that: 
• Climate change is having a huge impact on the lives of 
poor people through floods, droughts, storms, rising sea 
levels and changing rains. 
• Poor people are the most vulnerable and least able to 
adapt to changes in their climate. According to the World 
Health Organisation, an extra 5 million serious illnesses 
and 150,000 deaths globally every year are caused by 

climate change, mainly in the developing world. It is 
estimated that there will be 50 million environmental 
refugees by 2010. In countries like Bangladesh if the sea 
level rises by 1 metre 10 million people will be left 
homeless. 
 Climate change is one of the greatest injustices of our 
time, in that the world’s poorest have contributed the 
least, yet they are the hardest hit by its effects. The 
developing world produces a tiny fraction of the 
greenhouse gases that the west produces – the whole 
continent of Africa produces roughly the same 
greenhouse gas emissions as the UK – so it’s a matter of 
justice that we curb our own emissions and help the poor 
to adapt to the changes they are facing. 
 I do believe that this is one of the big issues of our 
day, and that as Christians we should be adding our 
voice to the debate, and so on  

Sunday 4th October from 3-5pm at St. Peter & St. 
Paul’s there will be an opportunity to learn more, listen 
to music and pray. The last 30 minutes will be geared 
for children and young people. See News & Notes for 
more details. 

And then on Saturday 5 December in central 
London Tearfund are inviting us to a church service at 
11am at Westminster Central Hall for a time of prayer 
and worship, featuring an address by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, following which we will join the main 
family friendly march which will encircle the houses of 
Parliament to call on the UK government to do all that’s 
needed to deliver a strong and fair deal that puts the 
needs of the poorest people first.  
 I will be there – will you join me as we seek to fulfil 
God’s call to care for his world, and as we live out the 
mandate he gave us to stand alongside the poor and 
speak out against injustice. 

Mark Barker 

OCTOBER 2009 

 

Encompass 




