Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun
30 1
Power House |Key to abbreviations 7.45am HC
Day HC = Holy Communion LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship 10.80am HC
SoW = Service of the Word S&F = Standing & Finance
4.45pm .. 8 6.30pm HC
KIC Cell W&S = Word and Spirit MGMG = Music Group Monthly Get-together |°-*°P
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Power House |12pm Restore |10am 9.30 & 11.15am 9am Walking 7.45am HC
Day 3.30pm Blend Bumps & Babes Toddlers Group 10.30am SoW
4.45pm 7.45pm LEF 8pm Homegroup |38.30pm Blend 10am Tearfund | 30pm W&S
KRIC Cell ' Leader Training Coftee Morning '
7pm Mix
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
9.30am STEPS [9.30am FFaith [ 10am Bumps & 9.30 & 11.15am 10am Restore 7.45am HC
Coftee Morning [Sharing (1) Babes Toddlers Coffee Morning | | 30am SoW
4.45pm 12pm Restore |8pm Homegrpup 3.30pm Blend 11lam Preaching 6.30pm
KIC Cell 3.30pm Blend Leader Training 8pm [aith Club Evening Service
8pm Core Team 5pm Break:in Sharing (1) 4~Npm -
ewcomers’ Tea
8pm S&F 7pm Sublime
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
4.45pm 12pm Restore |10am 9.30 & 11.15am 10am Dads & 7.45am HC
KRIC Cell 3.30pm Blend Bumps & Babes Toddlers Toddlers 10.30am
8pm Toddlers 5pm Break:in 8pm Homegroup |38.30pm Blend 1lam Thanksgiving
Craft Evening o Leader Training | ¢ Faith Dave & Closer 6.30pm W&S
7pm Sublime pm Tai ' .30pm
8pm S&I spm MGMG Sharing (2) 7pm Mix
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8pm PCC 9.80am IFaith | 10am 9.80 & 11.15am | 8pm Church Work 7.45am HC
Sharing (2) Bumps & Babes Toddlers Men’s Morning 10.30am SoW
12pm Restore |7.80pm FLOW 3.30pm Blend Night STEPS 6.30pm
3.30pm Blend |8pm Homegroup |8pm Equipped Committee United Service
5pm Break:in Leader Training |to Lead away-day @ St Peter & Paul
7pm Sublime

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR YOUR

DIARY:

6th December
15th December
20th December
24th December
25th December
30th &31st Jan

First Sunday back in church building

Sublime Masquerade Ball
Nativity Services & Carols by Candlelight | ®
Christingle Services & Midnight Service ]
Christmas Day Services
Celebration Weekend

Tuesday 8pm

Wednesday 10am & 8pm

Thursday 8pm
Friday 9.30am (Woman to Woman)

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS

Church office open 10am-4pm Monday fo Friday

30th - see top of page

Homegroups meet on the following days:

If you would be interested in joining one of our
many homegroups, please contact the Church Office.

Tel/Fax 01732 771977 Website www ststephenstonbridge.org Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW

It's nearly Christmas...

No, I'm not trying to promote
panic buying and no, I'm not
trying to extend the season, but
we do live in a culture where
Christmas is dreaded by many of
our neighbours — a time of debt, a
time of false expectations, a time
of in-laws and rows, a time when
marriages break up, a time of
loneliness — a time that can be the
saddest point of the year rather than the happiest.

As Christians we so often miss the opportunity to
correct this depressing image of one of our great festivals;
but yesterday I had a phone call (well, lots, but this one was
relevant!) and was asked ‘Our Home Group is thinking of
having a Christmas party, who else should we invite?’
‘How about each of you inviting 2 neighbours from either
side and 5 opposite — pray for them first, book a big venue
and have fun! For the big venue you can fit lots of people
into the community centre or better still a large home or a
restaurant that may otherwise be closed on a weekday
evening for bar and buffet. (You could invite one person
you wouldn’t normally, but by the time they’ve refused and
you've thought about it again the opportunity is lost —so be
brave or mad — and pray, God knows how big the venue is!)

Then I started thinking... what if every home group did
that... what if every Christian did that at home whether as
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part of a group or not... what if? I think it would mean
that almost everyone had an invite for a party this year,
one that they had been invited to personally whether they
could invite back or not, whether they were already friends
or not, where there was already something in common to
talk about and where the meaning of Christmas may get
an airing, or not — the actions will possibly speak for
themselves.

Or the actions may generate questions, would you
know what to say if you were asked why you were having
a party? Peter* tells us to have an answer for everyone
who asks and so we should be prepared to answer at every
opportunity, relevantly and never breaking into a sermon.
If you are not sure that you can pick up on the
opportunities and have the right words ready I'm running
2 sessions on this in November: mornings 10t and 24
9.30-11.80 or evenings 12t and 19t 8-10 all in the
community centre; do come and join in, whole home
groups welcome especially if you see it as relevant
preparation for your party!

As a church let’s make a difference where we live in
both the celebrations and the sadness, let’s offer hope and

a way to find Jesus.
Sheila Perkins

*1 Peter 3:15 Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

St Stephen’ Walking Group
®] 25" Anniversary
1984 - 2009

‘A journey of a lifetime’, that song has been
buzzing round my head for weeks, whether it was
for the Lands End to John O’Groats cycle ride or the
Walking Group I am not sure.

25 years of walking with some lovely people,
enjoying each other’s company and different and
exciting experiences from the snow capped peak of
Kilimanjaro, to the boggy peat of Rannoch Moor,

(cont on page 2)
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