
DECEMBER 2009 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
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 12pm Restore 

 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:in  
 

7.45pm LEF 

7.45am HC 
 

10.30am HC 
 

6.30pm W&S 
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4.45pm  
KIC Cell 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

6pm Souled 
Out 

10am  
Bumps & 
Babes 
 

7.30am 
FLOW 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 

5pm       
Nativity 
Rehearsal 
- Youth 

10am  
Nativity  
Rehearsal  
- Youth 

7.45am HC 
 

10.30am Baptism 
 

6.30pm HC 
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2pm  
STEPS Nativity 
 

4pm Nativity  
Rehearsal - Children 
 

4.45pm  
KIC Cell Party 
 

8pm Youth  
Leaders’ Social 
 

8pm S&F 

12pm Restore 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

5pm Break:in  
 

7pm Sublime 
Ball 

10am 
Bumps & 
Babes 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

10.45am Toddler 
Praise 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

 9am  
Nativity  
Rehearsal 
- Children 
 

11am                 
Dave & Closer 
 

7pm Mix 

7.45am HC 
 

9.15am Nativity - 
Children 
 

10.30am Nativity - 
Youth 
 

6.30pm Carols by 
Candlelight 
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  9.30am 

Christin-
gle  
making 

3.15pm Christingle 
 

4.30pm Christingle 
 

11.30 Midnight 
Communion 

7.45am  
HC 
 

10.30am            
AAW  

 

 7.45am  HC 
 

10.30am AAW 
 

No Evening Service 

28 29 30 31    
     

10am  
Bumps & 
Babes 

9.30 & 11.15am  
Toddlers 
 

3.30pm Blend 
 

4pm Tonbridge Fes-
tival Carol Service 

8pm 
MGMG 
Social 

7pm Mix 
 

7pm Walking 
Group Dinner 

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS 
Church office open 10am-4pm Monday to Friday 

Tel/Fax 01732 771977  Website www.ststephenstonbridge.org  Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org 
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW 

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR YOUR    
DIARY: 
 

  5th January Re:Fresh re-opens 
11th January Powerhouse Day 
24th January United Service @ St Stephen’s 
30th & 31st Jan Celebration Weekend 
8th February Powerhouse & Church Vision Evening 

Homegroups meet on the following days: 
• Tuesday 8pm 
• Wednesday 10am & 8pm 
• Thursday 8pm 
• Friday 9.30am (Woman to Woman) 
If you would be interested in joining one of our 
many homegroups, please contact the Church Office. 

Key to abbreviations 
HC = Holy Communion          LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship                 
SoW = Service of the Word      S&F = Standing & Finance   
W&S = Word and Spirit           MGMG = Music Group Monthly Get-together     

• Re:Fresh – reopens in January on Tuesday and Friday 
mornings. Watch out for creative and DIY sessions! 
• Prayer Space – a team are working on creating a space 
in the chancel altar area for prayer with creative ideas and 
resources to help people pray whenever church is open. 
• Building project celebration weekend – 30th-31st 
January. Keep this weekend free. On Saturday we are 
planning a Burns party for the whole church with Scottish 
dancing. At our 10.30am service on Sunday the 
Archdeacon of Tonbridge is rededicating the church, and 
my predecessor, Bill MacDougall, is preaching. We are 
inviting the community and dignitaries to join us, and in 
the afternoon the church will be open for refreshments and 
for people to come and see what has happened and find out 
more about the church. 
• Marriage Course – starting at the end of January. As 
relationships come more and more under stress, we want 
to encourage and strengthen marriages. Limited spaces 
will be available, so watch out for publicity and book you 
and your spouse in if you want to be part of this. 
• Youth base – if you read the Courier recently you will 
have seen the need for places for young people to hang 
out. We are in the process of taking on what was the 
Ember Trust and plan to rent a shop as a base for Blend  - 
youth café, detached work, schools work. 
 As we prepare to move back in to the newly refurbished 
church, I am really excited about the plans that are already 
beginning to develop for how we will use the space we 
have, and for the new initiatives that are starting. But first, 
we have Advent and our Christmas celebrations, and I am 
looking forward to once again celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. So in preparation, I am taking this opportunity to 
wish you all a joyous Advent and a very happy Christmas 
and New Year. 

Mark Barker 

New Beginnings 
 
 Advent – a time of preparation, 
waiting to welcome the new born 
King, waiting for Christ’s return, 
and yet once again the start of 
Advent is upon me far too quickly. 
I am though determined to take 
some time to focus on the full 
meaning of this season. Can I 

encourage you to do so as well? There are Advent candles 
and plenty of books with Advent readings and thoughts 
available, and I am sure that Norman and his team would be 
only too delighted to show you the resources they have at 
the Christian Bookshop. 
 However, there are other preparations going ahead; 
preparations as we live in community for the arrival of Jim 
and Vicky’s new baby, preparations for Christmas services, 
preparations for the move back into church, preparations for 
things that are going to be happening in the New Year, and 
I just want to mention some of these things: 
• Christmas Services – next week our Christmas cards will 
be ready for delivery to every house in the parish. Please 
help us deliver them so that everyone is invited to join us 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
• Sunday evening service. From January this service is 
moving to 7.00pm as we seek to build on the existing format 
in a creative and contemporary way. 
• Monday morning prayer – 9.00am for 45 minutes. Why 
not start the new week by joining the staff team to pray for 
the week ahead, for the church, for each other? 
• Tuesday-Friday – 8.50am for 10 minutes. A short 
morning prayer to start each day and focus us in on God, 
open to all. 
• Wednesday – 11.00am. Mid-week Holy Communion. 
Bring a friend and stay for refreshments afterwards. 
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