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Key to abbreviations HotS = Healing on the Streets SoW = Service of the Word
AAW = All Age Worship LEF = Ladies Evening Fellowship TES = The Evening Service
E2L = Equipped to Lead PMT = Prayer Ministry Training YB = Youth Band
HC = Holy Communion S&I = Standing & Finance

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

1st March
14th March
20th March

Powerhouse Day

Mothering Sunday
PCC/LST Away Day

You're welcome to join us in Church, Tuesday - Friday, 8.50-9am

for morning prayer.

Homegroups meet on the following days:

e Tuesday 8pm

¢ Wednesday 10am & 8pm

e Thursday 8pm
e TIriday 9.30am (Woman to Woman)

If you would be interested in joining one of our
many homegroups, please contact the Church

Office.

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS
Church office open 10am-4pm Monday fo Friday
Tel/Fax 01732 771977 Website www ststephenstonbridge.org Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW

New Beginnings

1Hear me, LORD, and answer me,
tfor I am poor and needy.
2Guard my life, for I am faithful to you;
save your servant who trusts in you.
You are my God; have mercy on me, Lord,
tor I call to you all day long.
*Bring joy to your servant, Lord,
for I put my trust in you.
5You, Lord, are forgiving and good,
abounding in love to all who call to you.
6Hear my prayer, LORD;
listen to my cry for mercy.
"When I am in distress, I call to you,
because you answer me.
Psalm 86:1-7
Today’s International Version (T'NIV) © Copyright 2001, 2005
by International Bible Society

Views on the Refurbishment...

‘When [ saw that the chairs could stack, I thought
“that’s a good-thinking idea, because you can move
them into different positions.” The floor is nice and
smooth and I like the red chairs more than the
wooden chairs because they’re more comfortable.’

Noah Ramsden
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What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!

Those words are probably known to you, written by
Joseph Scriven in the mid 1800s, but the sentiments the
lyrics carry are older still. We find them in Psalm 86.

Psalm 86 is written by David, and it encourages us to
turn to God in prayer - not just when we're in trouble, but
in all things. He acknowledges the greatness and
taithfulness of God, and brings to that faithful and great
God the needs and struggles of his life.

Often prayer is the last resort in our busy world. I
remember one time, when I was leading on a youth camp,
one of the younger boys had run away. One of the more
experienced and wiser leaders got us together in the
entrance to the place we were staying and led prayers. A
quarter of an hour later he was found.

Prayer doesn’t always produce such quick results. But
the principle which I have tried to remember is that prayer
is the first response, not the last. Prayer is for all things,
not just the emergencies.

We all understand the importance of grounding our
Christian lives in prayer. Does that show forth in our own
prayer life?

In church there is a prayer space which you can use to
guide you, available in the Sanctuary area whenever the
church is open. You're invited to pray with us in church
throughout the week at Powerhouse (9am on Mondays
plus 8pm once a month on Mondays) and at Morning
Prayer (Tuesday - Friday, 8.50am for 10 mins). Or pick
up a prayer diary and use it to inspire your daily prayers.

Prayer doesn’t have to be long or complicated. It
doesn’t have to cover everything. We can use the model
Jesus gave us in the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:1-4), or use
this prayer of David. Just add the specifics that you would
like to bring to God - of thanksgiving, of sorrow and of
request.

[fit’s not a habit of yours already, why not add regular
prayer to regular Bible reading? Why not see prayer as
your first resort? It is a privilege we’ve been given by God
through Jesus. We should use it.

Jason Kennedy






