APRIL 2010 - FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3 4
AAW - All Age Worship 9.80 & 11.15am Good 10am HotS |Easter Sunday
HC - Holy Communion Toddlers Friday :
SoW - Service of the Word 10.45 7pm Mix 7-45am HC
TES - The Evening Service T .dd?m Prai IOa.m 9.30am AAW
Hots - Healing on the Streets oddler traise Uplted Ser- 10.30am HC
LEF - Ladies’ Evening Fellowship 3.30pm Blend vice @ TBC ’
MGMG - Music Group Monthly Get-together 2pm 7pm TES
S&F - Standing & Finance 8pm Info?mal AI; Hour at
CC - Community Centre Communion
the Cross
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Bank 9am Re:Fresh 11am HC 9am 9am Walk- |7.45am HC
Holiday 7.45pm LEF Re:Fresh ing Group |14 30am Baptism
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9 10 HotS |7.45 HC
Holiday Club Rar.rllr h am Ho am
ckres 12pm Alpha | 10.30am SoW
Powerhouse [9am Re:Fresh (CC) No HC 7.30pm Lunch
Special All Souls 7pm TES
(9am & 8pm) Concert
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9am 9am Re:Fresh 9am Breakfast [9.30 & 11.15am [9am 10am HotS |7.45am HC
gowerhouse 12pm Restore Alpha Toddlers Re:Fresh 7pm Mix 10.30am SOW
rayers
y 3.30pm Blend 10am Bumps & |38.30pm Blend 4pm APCM
4.45pm Babes
KIC Cell 5pm Elements (y7-9) | 1am HC
spm S&F 7pm Elem.ents (y10-13) spm MGMG
8pm Baptism Course
26 27 28 29 30
9am 9am Re:Fresh 9am Breakfast [9.30 & 11.15am [9am
gowerhouse 12pm Restore Alpha Toddlers Re:Fresh
rayers 3.30pm Blend 10am Bumps & | 10.45am ' Spm Men’s
4.45pm El . Babes Toddler Praise |Evening
5 S (y7-9
KIC Cell P 1emen (7-9) 11am HC 3.30pm Blend
spm Y&C 7pm Elements (y10-13) spm Flow
Resource

PLUS SOME KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

10th May  Powerhouse Day

13th May  Recovery from Divorce/Separation Course starts
Baptism by Immersion & Confirmation Services

20th June

You're welcome to join us in Church, Tuesday - Friday, 8.50-9am

for morning prayer.

Homegroups meet on the following days:

e Tuesday 8pm

¢ Wednesday 10am & 8pm

e Thursday 8pm

e TIriday 9.30am (Woman to Woman)
If you would be interested in joining one of our
many homegroups, please contact the Church

Office.

St Stephen’s Church Office: 34d Quarry Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2RS

Church office open 10am-4pm Monday fo Friday

Tel/Fax 01732 771977 Website www ststephenstonbridge.org Email enquiries@ststephenstonbridge.org
Address for correspondence: St Stephen’s Church, 37 Waterloo Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2SW

DEAD FISH - Ephesians 5:1-14

You may have heard the phrase, or seen it on a t-
shirt, ‘Only dead fish go with the flow’. It’s a phrase
that relates to how we live in a world that often
doesn’t share our priorities and values. There are
various ways we can respond.

We can withdraw - simply live apart from the
world by not interacting with anyone outside the
Christian church. However, if we do that it’s very
difficult to see how we fulfil the commission of Jesus to
make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus himself was
keen to hang around with those who were yet to enter
the Kingdom (Luke 5:30-32).

We can accommodate - go along with what the
world’s values tell us to do so that we fit in. That does
mean that we will become more acceptable to the
world, but at what cost? Then we have to let go of the
command to be ‘set apart’ or ‘holy’ (1 Peter 1:14-16).
We live indistinct lives which don’t show Jesus - and if
they do, they show him as nothing special, broken and
bankrupt.

But there is a third way - a middle way. We can
engage. That’s precisely what Paul is asking the
Ephesians to do as he writes to them in chapter 5. Be
in the world, but be distinct from it. Swim in the same
pond, but swim in a different direction. Don’t go with
the flow.

Paul, as usual, gives us concrete examples of
where we can live distinct lives. In a world that tells
us we have to give in to our sexual desires, we can live
distinct lives of purity. In a world which tells us that
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it's good to want more, we can live distinct lives
where we are content with living simply with what
we have. In a world that tells us that to put people
down in public is good comedy, we can live distinct
lives that seek to build people up and encourage them.

We have, as human beings, an infinite capacity
for self-justification. “Everyone else does it... no-one
else thinks it's wrong... it's okay if it doesn’t harm
anyone else...” But Paul’s warning is clear. Don’t be
tfooled by a world which seeks to belittle sin, for it
does lead to enslavement and ultimately to death.

Paul calls us to work out, carefully, what God’s
will is for our lives, and follow that will, whilst being
tully engaged in the world and our communities.

We don’t have to avoid being in the pub or out
tor the night. We don’t have to stay separate and
aloof at work or at the school gate. It’s good to have
triends that aren’t yet in the Kingdom. But when
we're in those situations, it’s good not to feel too
comfortable. Only dead fish go with the flow.

Jason Kennedy

Taken from the Bible Reading Club -
http://www.biblereadingclub.org/

MARRIAGE COURSE ‘For better, for worse’

“I't was with a little trepidation that I approached the first evening of the marriage course. It was something we both
wanted to do having read “The Marriage Book’ by the course creators a few years ago, but following a hectic year which
saw the birth of our daughter and the ensuing chaos I have to admit I was somewhat nervous of what may unfold! I
needn’t have worried though. The atmosphere was really relaxed, the church looked lovely and inviting and the food
was pretty good too (amazing chocolate brownies). It did somewhat amuse us that quite unwittingly the background
music that was playing as we arrived was ‘Let’s face the music and dance’ with the opening line ‘there may be trouble

ahead.’

(Cont. on page 2)






